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Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Mr. Chairman, this amendment would prohibit funds from being
used for the Abraham Lincoln National Airport Commission in Illinois. The committee report
says that this earmark is providing $231,000 for this local project. According to the committee
report in the letter re...  Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Mr. Chairman, this amendment would
prohibit funds from being used for the Abraham Lincoln National Airport Commission in Illinois. 
  

The committee report says that this earmark is providing $231,000 for this local project.
According to the committee report in the letter requesting the earmark, the earmark has been
requested by Congressman Jackson of Illinois for the purpose of ``minority and small business
development and procurement opportunities.'' 

  

According to the Web site for this organization, the organization was established by
Congressman Jackson, and the executive director currently is a gentleman by the name of
Richard Bryant. Richard Bryant is apparently on the staff of Congressman Jackson and is his
deputy district administrator, according to records. Mr. Bryant has stated this week that he is not
paid in his position as executive director of the airport commission and that he is there because
of efforts to build a third airport in the Chicago area that is strongly supported by Congressman
Jackson. He also said that the money from the earmark would be used to study ways to make
sure that local workers and minorities are hired when and if a new airport is actually built. 

  

Also, Mr. Chairman, according to Mr. Jackson's Web site, this organization exists to try to
promote a third airport in the Chicago area and that last year many of its activities were related
to advertising on behalf of that airport. To quote directly from the Web site, and this is from an
article published in April of 2006: ``Last month the commission called on the south suburbs to
donate a total of $250,000 towards the advertising campaign scheduled to begin June 1.'' It
goes on to say that about $40,000 is budgeted for billboards. The remaining funds would pay for
direct mailings to voters in the region and radio commercials and for yard signs closer to
election day. 

  

So it would appear that the activities at least last year of this commission were related to trying
to drum up support or actually lobbying on behalf of, or certainly advocating on behalf of, getting
public support and, I presume, elected representative support for this airport. 
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I would also like to point out that there is a press release from Congressman Jackson dated
November 16, 2006, in which he says: ``So even with the change of leadership in Congress, I
won't pursue Federal funds for the Abraham Lincoln National Airport. Chicago's share of
Federal dollars are already committed to O'Hare modernization.'' 

  

Mr. Chairman, I would like to suggest that this earmark does not appear appropriate; that a
Member of Congress directs money to an organization they set up, run by someone who is an
employee of the office of that Congressman, and whose purpose appears to be to advocate on
behalf of an airport that does not currently exist. If the airport does currently exist or whatever,
also, it appears to be in contradiction to the Congressman's own statement as of November of
2006 that he would not pursue Federal funds for this airport in the future. 

  

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance of my time. 
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